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LUIGI GHIRRI 

 

Towards an idea of landscape 

 
curated by Elena Re 

 

Opening Saturday 14th April, 6:00 p.m., through 31st May 2007  
 

 

The Massimo Minini Gallery, in cooperation with the Fondo Eredi Luigi Ghirri, is happy to 

announce the exhibition Luigi Ghirri – Towards an idea of landscape, curated by Elena Re. 
 

  Based on a selection of  vintage prints carried out at the Fondo Eredi Luigi Ghirri and of some 

modern prints curated by Paola Ghirri, the exhibition shows the main series and the main projects of 

photographic research developed by the artist in the seventies. 

The activity of Luigi Ghirri actually started in 1970, moved by his particular sensitiveness 

influenced by conceptual artists and by the contribution of well-known photographers on the 

international scene. His lively curiosity immediately brought into his own poetics the suggestion of 

a plurality of languages and artistic expressions that belong to worlds which are only ostensibly far 

away. 

 

   I myself can't say if I've been mostly enlightened by the musical and poetic landscapes of Dylan, 

Oldenburg's sculptures-architectures, the visions of Friedlander and Robert Frank or the ethical 

rigour of Evans. Or maybe it was rather Brueghel’s cosmogonies, the ghosts of Fellini, Alinaris' 

views, the silences of Atget, the precision of the Flemish painters, the purity of Piero della 

Francesca or the colours of Van Gogh. (Luigi Ghirri). 

 

  The pieces of the exhibition, dating within the first ten years of Ghirri's activity, should hence be 

interpreted in the light of these presuppositions. The Fotografie del periodo iniziale as well as the 

works in the series Kodachrome, Catalog, Diaframma 11, Colazione sull’erba, Italia ailati, In 

scala, Il paese dei balocchi should indeed be observed with an eye open to the amazement and to 

the complexity of vision. In contrast, the series Atlante vigorously presents the theme of an 

imaginary journey with as less movements as possible, on the pages of a simple glider. A journey 

that, by the end of the seventies, would once more require the author to explore a new territory 

dedicated to memory, to which the series Still Life and Topographie Iconographie (both showing) 

belong. These marked the end of the first period of an artistic research that, during the 80s, would 

go as far as to elaborate a new idea of landscape. A new idea which the exhibition honours with 

some pieces of Ghirri’s work on the Italian landscapes. 

 

 

 

 

The gallery is open from Monday to Friday, 10.00 am – 7.30pm;  Saturday, 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
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Luigi Ghirri (Scandiano, Reggio Emilia, 1943 – Roncocesi, Reggio Emilia, 1992) was active as an 

artist for more than twenty years, from 1970 to 1992. Among the most relevant and influential 

authors of contemporary photography, he moved his first steps in the scene of conceptual art and his 

research gave him soon international fame. In 1975 he was among the “Discoveries” of “Time-

Life” Photography Year and took part in the exhibition Photography as Art in Kassel. In 1982 he 

was nominated as one of the twenty most significant artists of the history of the photography of the 

20
th 

century at the Photokina, in Köln. His works can be seen in many museums worldwide, among 

which: Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam), Musée-Château (Annecy), Musée de la Photographie 

Réattu (Arles), Polaroid Collection (Cambridge, Massachusetts), Musée Nicéphore Niépce (Chalon-

sur-Saône), Museum of Fine Arts (Houston), Museo di Fotografia Contemporanea (Cinisello 

Balsamo, Milan), Archivio dello Spazio – Amministrazione Provinciale (Milan), Galleria Civica 

(Modena), Canadian Centre for Architecture (Montreal), Museum of Modern Art (New York), 

Cabinets des estampes – Bibliothèque Nationale (Paris), Fond National d’Art Contemporain (Paris), 

Collezione Fnac (Paris), Centro Studi e Archivio della Comunicazione (Parma), Biblioteca Panizzi 

– Fototeca (Reggio Emilia), Palazzo Braschi – Archivio Fotografico Comunale (Rome). 
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