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ALBERTO GARUTTI  
 

Opening on Thursday 7 February 2008, until 8 March 
 
 
My friend Alberto Garutti presents an exhibition based on five works created especially for my gallery 
and for the city of Brescia.  
 
The entire exhibition revolves around the places in Brescia that are closest to my heart, the location of the 
town itself and the collective imagination of the inhabitants. The works represent but one of the  many 
options that Garutti had to give shape to his thoughts. For him this exhibition is a sort of fashion show 
displaying works that are ready to be arranged, adjusted, shortened and revised according to the needs of 
the person commissioning them. If the artist had been in touch with another gallery or another town, the 
works would have been entirely different as they would have been triggered by different elements and 
represented by different images, but once again (the fifth time) he came across Massimo Minini, who the 
artist is so accustomed  to working with that it only takes a few gestures for them to understand each 
other. 
 
The line that produces the image of each work measures the exact distance that links some of Brescia’s 
places, people, and political, cultural and economical institutions with the gallery. The line, which wraps 
around itself, creates an abstract, undecipherable picture. The works are generated from the time and 
space of an itinerary: five walks, five meetings, five little scenes. These moments, which relate the 
relationship between the artist, the gallery and the town, are somehow compressed and portrayed in the 
closely-woven fabric of the pictures on display. Garutti’s works display an equilibrium on the border 
between decoration and narration. The floating images, somewhat unstable to look at, are again disclosed 
to the eyes of the spectator when the caption on the frame reveals its secret and converts the threads of the 
work into the story of a distance or a link, or into a brief narration. The artist interprets the display area as 
a device for relating to the outside world, acting as an economic, artistic, political, social and emotional 
interface, capable on one hand of entering into relations with the town and on the other of giving meaning 
to the work, adapting it and allowing it to reflect his thoughts. 
 
The exhibition is a sort of synthesis of Garutti’s poetic and expressive elements, presented here in 
condensed version, in which the artist re-elaborates his experience over the past few years to find a 
suitable solution for the context of this gallery. If, in approaching the town, the artist creates a work that 
dialogues with the context and addresses the inhabitants (Ai nati oggi, SMAK, Ghent, 2000; Bolzano, 
2003; Arte all’Arte, 2005), and does the opposite in the museum, involving the spectactor and making 
him seek out and recognise the work (Che cosa succede nelle stanze quando gli uomini se ne vanno? 
‘Camera Italia’, Vistamare, Pescara, 2001; Istanbul Biennale, 2001; PAC, Milan, 2004; The Five Rings, 
Forte di Exilles, 2005), here, reasoning on the layout of my gallery, he converses with the system and the 
customer.  
 
The gallery is open Monday to Friday from 10.30 a.m. to 7.30 p.m. and on Saturday from 3.30 to 7.30 p.m.  
 
 


